A flying invitation was send to me for a guest editorship to this journal. This is probably the result of earlier publications of our Dutch study group: two randomized clinical trials (RCT's) on distal radial fractures and vitamin C in the prevention of complex regional pain syndrome type I (CRPS). CRPS is an affliction that can occur after a trauma to an arm or leg. The prevalence in adults is highest in the upper limb. For children this is the lower extremity. As the pathogenesis of CRPS is still not clear yet, and there is no definitive treatment for this syndrome, the emphasis should lie in prevention of CRPS. The morbidity and costs in health care justify the search for a means to prevent CRPS in traumatology and after elective (orthopaedic) surgery.
